MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD IN THE SYCAMORE TREE PUBLIC HOUSE, COLWINSTON, ON TUESDAY 12th APRIL, 2011 AT 7.00 PM.

1
ATTENDANCE

Councillors:


P Graham-Woollard – Chairman






G W Bates – Deputy Chairman

Mrs S J Carter
Mrs J A Horton

Mrs A K Jarrett

County Councillor

R P Thomas
Apologies:


W Bellin





A J Austin

Clerk:



Mr B J Graham-Woollard

2
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING
2.1
March Meeting

Councillor G Bates proposed that the following entry should be amended as follows:

“Point 3.1, Vacancy following resignation of Councillor: It was further agreed that, subject to the conditions being agreed, Mrs Horton would take office at the next meeting in January once she had signed all the papers.”

This was incorrect and should have read:

“Point 3.1, Vacancy following resignation of Councillor: It was further agreed that, subject to the conditions being agreed, Mrs Horton would take office at the next meeting in April once she had signed all the papers.”

Subject to this amendment, it was proposed by Councillor G W Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that the Minutes of the Meeting held on the 8th of March 2011 be signed by the Chairman as a true record.  Carried unanimously.
3
MATTERS ARISING
3.1
Vacancy following resignation of Councillor

The Chairman welcomed Julie Horton to her first Community Council meeting.  Once Mrs Horton had signed the acceptance of office documents, she became a full Councillor and will serve on the Community Council until the next elections in 2012.
3.2
Binding of Minutes
The Chairman reported that he had been unable to contact Brown’s to ensure that the information was correct, but would try to do so in the next month.  The Clerk reported that he had been undergoing the process of putting all files onto an electronic system as required by Statute.  On-going.
3.3
Notice Board

The Chairman reported that John Lloyd of Tŷ Colwyn had offered to make a new one and place it further down towards Coed Marsenen.  It was agreed that this would be acceptable.  Agreed.
3.4
Newsletter – Colwinston News & Views
The Chairman reported that it had been formally proposed at the last meeting to pay Julie Lloyd a cheque for £150, but that this had not been raised.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that the cheque be raised and then paid to Julie Lloyd.  Agreed unanimously.

3.5
Reception of Broadband
The Chairman reported that he had had problems with his broadband reception, as had Councillor Mrs A Jarrett, but that he had not yet been able to obtain a ‘go live’ date from BT.  The Chairman agreed to chase this matter up with Alun Cairns.  Noted.
3.6
Boundary Query
County Councillor R Thomas said that the Vale of Glamorgan Council and Miles Punter had replied to his query and that the Wetlands area was not the property of the Vale.  County Councillor R Thomas also said that the Land Registry would be the best body to approach should the Community Council wish to pursue this further.  The Chairman reported that it was unclear as to who the owner was, but added that, in terms of land drainage, the Ford and Wetlands were the responsibility of the Environment Agency and the road the responsibility of the Vale Highways Department.  In regard to the well, this area had been cleared several years ago, about 15 – 20 years ago, but Councillor G Bates said that nothing had been done recently.
It was also queried as to whether it was a County Treasure and whether the Community Council would want to own the area which would entail a large annual maintenance cost.  Councillor G Bates said that the area had been subject to Environment Agency surveys in regard to newts, but that none had been found there.  The Chairman concluded that the overall view was that the Community Council should not take on the ownership due to the costs.  To be let lie.
3.7
Damage to the grass verge by the School
The Chairman reported that since the last meeting, Dereck Evans had drawn up a plan for parking by the School, and that Councillor G Bates had discussed the plan at a recent Governors meeting.  The plan was then shown to all Councillors present.  The proposal was to provide a grass crete area and an improved path opposite the school.  The Chairman had sent this detailed plan to the Vale Highways department who, having originally encouraged the projects, were now back-pedalling so as to avoid any cost commitments.  In the circumstances, it was difficult to imagine how the project, costing around £30,000, could proceed without significant grant support.  Furthermore, the Chairman reported that he had discovered that this could not be in the form of a CASH Grant as it is the responsibility of the Vale Highways Department.  The Chairman understood, however, that the Safe Route to School scheme could help.

It was concluded that, the Chairman would obtain a detailed specification from Dereck Evans and send it to Highways.  County Councillor R Thomas suggested that Rural Communities may be able to assist with the project and suggested that the Chairman contact Jane Williams at CRC.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett that a material specification be drawn up by Dereck Evans, and that the Chairman contact Jane Williams to see if there was any possibility of obtaining funds.  Agreed unanimously.
Councillor G Bates also suggested that a formal quote should be sought in order to give the Community Council an idea of how much to ask for and how much money the project would require.  Councillor Mrs S Carter suggested speaking to the School to find out if funds could be obtained to assist with the path of the school.  It was agreed that Councillor Mrs S Carter would speak to Mr Mark Carter and ask him to look at the plans and cost out a project.  Councillor G Bates agreed to speak to the Deputy Head Teacher in regard to the matter.
3.8
Keeping the the Village Tidy
The Chairman said that he had put an article in the newsletter regarding this, but apart from the usual people no-one else had become involved.  The Chairman agreed to put another piece in the next newsletter and specify the matters for the task force to deal with.  The Chairman reported that the grass cutting had been done in areas and it seemed to be a more professional cut this time.
3.9
Car park behind St.Michael’s Church

The Chairman said that it was possible that the car park would have to be considered as a Community Council project in future.  County Councillor R Thomas agreed to ask Phil Beaman to speak to the Chairman about clearing the area.  Councillor Mrs A Jarrett said that the area had become worse and that there was a lot of dog faeces and brambles on the footpath behind the Church and asked whether another dog bin could be put at the bottom of the path.  The Chairman agreed to ask for further dog bins.  The Chairman also agreed to speak to Phil Beaman about this and the Japanese Knotweed on Tŵmpath.  Agreed to be put on the agenda for the May meeting.
3.10
Recycling & Llandow Gas Drilling Application
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.

County Councillor R Thomas said that he had spoken to Rhondda-Cynon-Taff Council but had not had any success in regard to the lorries causing problems at the Llandow Recycling Unit.  He agreed to look into this further, but said that this may be fruitless as it was difficult to check which lorries were going from RCT and being directed to Llandow.
The Chairman reported on another matter, that of an application to drill for gas on the Llandow Industrial Estate.  The Chairman reported that he was notified of this matter when a villager had spoken to him on the 24th of March to ask whether he knew of the said application.  The Chairman contacted Rob Thomas of the Vale of Glamorgan Council and said that Colwinston had not been consulted as a neighbouring area.  The Chairman put forward an observation to the Vale Council regarding the planning application.  The Chairman further said that there was to be a site meeting on Thursday 14th March, to which the Chairman along with the Chairman of the Llandow-Llysworney-Siginstone Community Council had been invited.
County Councillor R Thomas stated that he had declared an interest in this matter at the Vale Council level and was not permitted, therefore, to take part in the discussions or voting on this application.  Notwithstanding this declaration, the Chairman determined that in view of the information which he had available to him, it was proper that Vale Councillor R Thomas be invited to contribute to the discussion.

County Councillor R Thomas said that the plan was for a test drill for the gas, and that at a meeting on the 11th of April, the company had been invited to attend to explain their point of view.  County Councillor R Thomas reported that the only objection could have been on the grounds of noise, and that there is a farmhouse in the middle of the estate, 200m away from the drill spot.  As a result, the Vale contacted the applicants, who made a formal objection.  As a result, County Councillor R Thomas reported that the Applicants had withdrawn their original application, but will re-apply with a noise notice on the application.  The Chairman said that noise pollution could occur both on the ground and also be felt from below it, as this would reverberate for miles.  Councillor Mrs A Jarrett asked whether it could be assessed by another engineer.  The Chairman added that the mineral rights could also be challenged.

County Councillor R Thomas reported that the company had looked at other areas for testing and that, so far, had only been challenged in the Vale of Glamorgan.  The Chairman voiced concern that the Vale of Glamorgan Council did not consult with the neighbouring areas of Colwinston, Llandow, Llysworney and Siginstone, and that he hoped that any future applications would be sent to the Community Council for observations.  The Chairman added that he had informed the Vale Council that a request could have gone to the Ombudsman under a dereliction of duty if the application had been approved.  The Chairman said that all would need to monitor the situation.
3.11
HGV Signs

The Chairman said that the original signs seem to have had some success as there had been no recent reports of any heavy goods vehicles in the village.
3.12.
A48 – Re-designation of bypass speed limits
The Chairman said that he had also referred this to the Vale of Glamorgan Council in the context of poor road surface drainage.  The Chairman said that the work had not been done to specification, and that the Vale of Glamorgan Council were having difficulties in questioning the contractors.


3.13
Request for new Sycamore Tree Pub signs
Councillor Mrs. Angela Jarrett declared an interest in this matter and took no part in the discussion or voting thereon other than in regard to matters of clarification as declared proper by the Chairman.
The Chairman said that it had been difficult to find a way of trying to ensure success.  The Chairman said that he had tried to canvass the Vale Council, and that County Councillor Jeff James had agreed to look into it.  County Councillor R Thomas had said that he had also tried to push this forward.  It was agreed that some temporary notices could be allowed, and that he would contact Jeff James again in the next month.

3.14
Advertising Lorry on Green Lane
The Chairman said that Nathaniel Cars were still advertising on Green Lane and asked County Councillor R Thomas to look into this.

3.15
Seat for the Little Hill
The Chairman said that as Councillor A Austin was away, he would speak to him on his return.
3.16
Biodegradable Dog Waste Bags.

The Chairman reported that it was difficult to obtain more biodegradable bags for compost waste.  Councillor G Bates said that people needed to ring the waste disposal at the Vale, the nearest place was at the library in Cowbridge or the library in St.Athan.
3.17
The Spinney and Little Hill
The Chairman said that the Little Hill needed to be redressed due to the winter weather and that plants would need to be replaced along with minor wall rebuilding.  The Chairman said that he had a quote of £330 for the work.  The Spinney has been invaded by weed which was invasive and the Chairman agreed to ask Phil Beaman about it.  The Chairman said that it would cost around £150 to clear the area and then grass the area.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs S J Carter that the work by carried out.  Councillor Mrs A Jarrett reported that there was a wasp nest in one of the trees at the top of the Little Hill and wondered if it could also be looked at.  The Chairman said that although the Vale had no pest officer, there was a company called Waspeze who could do it for £45.  It was agreed that the Chairman would look at the matter and call out the company.  Agreed unanimously.

3.18
Mobile Library
The Chairman said that he had found it difficult to obtain a reply from County Councillor Tony Hampton.  County Councillor R Thomas said that it was feasible that the mobile libraries could disappear, and he would ask County Councillor T Hampton to reply to the Chairman’s initial query.

3.19
Planning Application – P/DC/YW/2011/00162/FUL – Michaelmas Cottage – The Vines – Installation of Chimney Pipe and French door and canopy
The Clerk informed the meeting that this had been approved by the Vale Council.

3.20
Zurich Insurance
The Clerk reported that the renewal had come through from AON for the insurance which came to the sum of £405.36.  In this regard, Zurich Insurance had submitted a proposal which the Chairman reported proposed a similar insurance for public liability, bonds, individual accidents whilst on business for £225.00.  This cover would run from 01/06/11 to 31/05/12.  Councillor G Bates asked whether this included a cover for the decisions and actions taken by the Councillors and the Clerk in regard to liability arising from those actions and decisions.  It was proposed that the Chairman and the Clerk should investigate this further and report at the next meeting.

4
HIGHWAY MATTERS

4.1
General Highway Matters

The Chairman reported that further patching had taken place on Tŵmpath, but there was no news on when the whole road would be resurfaced as stated previously.  To be taken forward to the meeting in September.
5
TREASURER’S REPORT

5.1
Report of Accounts

In the absence of the Treasurer, the Clerk deputised and reported that there were no changes to last month’s report.
6
CLERK’S REPORT

6.1
Training Courses
The Clerk reported that he had received notification of training courses which were available for new Councillors which he passed around the meeting.
6.2
Renewal of One Voice Wales Membership
The Clerk reported that he had received a renewal notice for the membership of One Voice Wales at a cost of £44.00.  It was proposed by Councillor G Bates and seconded by Councillor Mrs J Horton that the membership be renewed and the fee of £44.00 be paid.  Agreed unanimously.
6.3
Planning Application – P-DC-ML-2011-00212-FUL – Tŷ Colwyn, Coed Masarnen – Single storey stone clad extension to provide new kitchen area and courtyard
The Chairman reported that a sub-committee of himself, and Councillors G Bates and A Austin had met to discuss this planning application on behalf of the Community Council, since the date for observations was due before the Community Council meeting.  The Chairman reported that sub-committee had had concerns with the planning request which crossed the Village Green in regard to access.  The Chairman added that the owners, John and Julie Lloyd had said that they would be happy to enter into an agreement, a deed of easement.

In order to make observations before the deadline and ensure that the deed of easement could be entered into, the Chairman wrote to the Planning Officer accordingly to state the observations of the sub-committee on behalf of the Community Council as a whole and that as riparian owners of the Village Green restricted access could be formalised through a Deed of Easement.

The e-mail further added that the Community Council would have no wish to put the Applicant to this expense when it could be avoided provided that there was a clear condition in The Approval that access to the Courtyard from the South and the Oil Tank from the North, be only for the purposes of maintenance and fuel deliveries.  This would minimise any interference with public activity on The Green and satisfactorily restrict the current owners and any successors to the Tŷ Colwyn property from assuming a permanent right of way
6.4
Police Reports
The Clerk reported that the Police had reported only one theft, that of an electric fence box, in the area in the last month.
6.5
National Eisteddfod
The Clerk declared a conflict of interest in relation to his Welsh Assembly Government role and handed over the taking of notes for this part of the meeting to the Chairman.  The Chairman added that the Clerk would not be permitted to take any role in the issue and that all issues concerning this matter would be passed on to the Chairman.
The Chairman reported that the Clerk had received information in regard to the 2012 National Eisteddfod, which will be held in Llandow.  The information made requests for donations to the Eisteddfod Committee to help with the running of the event.
The Chairman reiterated that Councillor W Bellin was a member of the Committee and had already informed the Community Council at a previous meeting that the Committee would not need to request funds from other organisations or bodies.

As noted from the meeting on the 9th of November 2010:

“In regard to cost of the Eisteddfod, Councillor W Bellin said that this would be paid for through the Welsh Local Government Association (WLGA) and the Eisteddfod Committee.  County Councillor R Thomas said that the Vale Council would not be paying for the Eisteddfod.  The financial contributions would come from the WLGA and associated partners.  The costs would be paid by the Eisteddfod organisation.”
In this respect, it was agreed to let the matter lie.

6.6
Clerk’s Expenses
The Chairman declared a conflict of interest and handed over the meeting to the Deputy Chairman.

The Deputy Chairman reported that the Clerk had submitted a claim for the amount of £311.32.  It was proposed by Councillor Mrs A Jarrett and seconded by Councillor Mrs S Carter.  It was formally noted that in the absence of the Treasurer, the Chairman would countersign the cheque to pay the Clerk.  Agreed unanimously.
7
OTHER BUSINESS
7.1
Chickens in Beech Park
Councillor Mrs J Horton reported that many villagers in Beech Park had experienced chickens invading their gardens.  Councillor Mrs J Horton said that this was causing problems for those living in Beech Park as they are coming through the hedge into gardens, making a mess and being pests.  Councillor Mrs J Horton asked whether there were rules which the owners should abide to.  County Councillor R Thomas said that they should be reminded that they have to keep the animals enclosed.  The Chairman advised that Councillor Mrs J Horton and her neighbours should contact the possible owner of the chickens, and then that the Community Council would only intervene if the initial meeting was unsuccessful.

7.2
Commemorative Tribute to Ena Greenslade on the Village Green

Councillor G Bates said that the neighbours on Coed Marsenen would like to put a floral tribute to the late Ena Greenslade on the Village Green.  As the Village Green is the property of the Community Council, Councillor G Bates asked if this was permissible.  The initial idea would be to put in bulbs.  Other alternatives such as a tree, a flowering cherry for example, which would not be too big, may be more in keeping with the village green and would have a much more lasting memory.  Councillor G Bates agreed to take this back to his neighbours.  This was proposed by Mrs S Carter, and seconded by Councillor Mrs J Horton.  Agreed unanimously.

8
DATE OF NEXT MEETING
8.1
The date of the Next Meeting

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held on Tuesday, the 10th of May, at 7.30 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.  This meeting will be preceded by the Annual Meeting for the Election of Officers at 7.00 pm at the Sycamore Public House, Colwinston.
There being no further business, the Meeting was closed at 9.30 pm.

Signed
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Chairman, Colwinston Community Council

Date
10/05/2011
Signed
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Clerk, Colwinston Community Council

Date
10/05/2011
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